
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 15 March 2022 I said goodbye to my good 
friend Mick (Baines).  We have been friends 
for several years as he took me under his 
wing when I started at Harlequin Bowmen 7 
years ago.  Mick was an experienced archer 
and I remember looking in awe at his arrows 
- all in the centre of the target (as I went to 
pick mine out of the grass). Mick taught me a 
lot and we bonded over our love for archery 
and other sports.  We had great fun travelling 
to take part in numerous archery 
competitions - target, clout and wand and 
spent our long journeys together talking 
about archery.  Mick had great knowledge 

and would speak at great lengths and in great detail about numerous topics. 
He was very passionate about aeroplanes, snooker and many other subjects 
and even after arriving back at my house for Mick to collect his car, we would 
then talk for another hour or so before he left to go home, very often in the 
dark.   

Mick, you were a true friend, and I will miss you enormously.   
Rob Neil  

As a recent newcomer to the club Mick was kind and 
welcoming.  Mick always remembered my name, was great 
company and fun to chat with.  It was always entertaining 
listening to his banter with the old timers! 

John S 

Starting shooting at the age of 11 was quite scary at times 
especially being shy but Mick was a friendly face who was 
always happy to talk to me and check up on me. I really 
appreciated that :)Abbie C 

So sorry for your loss. Mick always made my son I 
welcome at Harlequin bowmen with his friendly chat and 
sound advice. Mick was a lovely man who always had 
time for everyone. He will be missed by all of us at the 
club. Rest in peace Mick. 

Ed Darter and family 
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If there is one quality which comes to mind when reflecting upon the 
years I knew Mick, it was his dependability. If he said he was going to be 
shooting at a particular time you could depend on him being there. He 
was always approachable and willingly gave advice to any that asked, 
especially novice members. Dependable advice, resulting from his 
many years of shooting experience. You could depend on Mick to 
support Harlequin in any way he could, and he always acted in the best 
interests of the membership. Shooting with Mick was a pleasure - a 
sociable, knowledgeable, and amusing shooting companion - who will 
be sorely missed. 

Regards Bill M 

 

Very sad news. I was fond of Mick, and he was always so 
supportive of Freya 

Helen B 

Very sorry to hear the news, we only spoke briefly 
(comparing hot flushes, as his medication brought them 
on) but he seemed a lovely chap. 

Helen and Peter 

 

Such sad news, he was such a lovely man xxx Gav also has very fond memories of him x 

Sam T 

I am so sorry to hear that 😔. I remember him from my very first shot and I've always 
enjoyed shooting in his company, which I did many times 😢. He will be sadly missed.  

Sophie G 

We were so sorry to read of Mick's passing, please pass our condolences to his family 
and friends at harlequin particularly Rob Neil who I am sure has taken his clout buddies 
loss quite hard. Mick was a lovely guy I shall always remember him as the first to speak 
to me in 2018 when I first started attending the clout competitions. Always friendly and 
willing to give advice and he made me realise how fun 
the clout crowd were compared to the target bods who 
are more serious and competitive. I knew he had been Ill 
for some time but always hoped I'd see him on the 
circuit again. Alas not to be. 

Rest in peace Mick 

Regards Pete White & Karla Rixon (Dunstable  Bowmen) 

 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mick was one of the first more-experienced archers at 
Harlequin Bowmen to welcome Lauren, myself and later 
Katherine to the club and help see us through the first days 
with our ‘archery stabilisers’ on. A warm and friendly man, 
Mick always made a point of catching up with my other half, 
Heather at events and making her feel welcome. As a club 
member he was an invaluable contributor to running and 
setting up club events, and a participant in every aspect of 
the club’s activities. Mick’s mild-mannered and self-
deprecating qualities meant he was ever modest about his 
not inconsiderable archery achievements. Thank you, Mick 
for everything you did for our Club. Rest in Peace. 

Paul, Heather, Katherine and Lauren 

 

  



  
APRIL CALENDAR 

Sat 2nd,Sun 3rd,Sat 9th,Sun 10th: Beginners Course, 9-12 
Sun 3rd, Monthly Shoot: Warwick Rounds, 10 am. 
Fri 8th, CLOUT shoot, 4.00 pm 
Sat 9th, COACHING: Bow set up and basic tuning, 9-12 
Tue 12th,COACHING: Bow set up and basic tuning, 5-7 
Sun 17th, WAND SHOOT, Easter Sunday Wand, 10 am 
Sat 23rd, JUNIOR COACHING, 10-12.30 
Sun 24th, CLOUT shoot, 2pm 
Thu 28th, Committee Meeting, 7.30pm 
 
 
 

MEET THE COMMITTEE  

Hello everyone, I’m Robb! 
 
ROLE ON THE COMMITTEE: 
I am the Harlequin Bowmen Records Officer. 
My archery experience 
About 6 years and always barebow! 
What my role entails 
I collect scores from archers and work out 
handicaps and club and county records, as 
well as handing out lots of shiny badges. 
What do I need club members to do? 
Please send me EVERY indoor and outdoor 
score for recognized AGB rounds completed 
or for any 252 badge, 6-gold end claims. 
Tell us an interesting fact 
Whilst shooting indoors I once managed to 
bounce an arrow off the back wall and into 
the back of my boss! 
EMAIL: records@harlequinbowmen.org.uk 

COACHING TIP OF THE MONTH: 
Measure up! 

As a matter of routine, you should know your bow’s basic 
measurements: along with bracing height you need to record 
your ‘tiller’, nock position(s), consider having an accurate draw 
length measured and also know your bow weight ‘on the 
fingertips’.  
 

 
 
Join us at one of our bow-set-up sessions in April to give your 
bow the once over and check things are set up appropriately. 
All bow-types welcome. 

Easter Sunday 
Wand Shoot 

Come and join us for our annual chocolate rabbit-
fest! Shoot a wand round with us from 10.00 am on 
Easter Sunday. Set up from 9.30 am. ALL WELCOME.  
Chocolate for anyone who hits a rabbit.* 
 
 
 

* No live rabbits will be involved in the shoot (-: 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Judging…...how it started for me was a 
plea within Oxfordshire County for 
some volunteers to come forward to 
become trained. Being a dad of 2 
junior archers then I wanted to help 
and so I offered to start the process 
and 3 years later I became qualified as 
a County Judge… (COVID having 
slowed the process considerably)  

Once I had agreed to train then the 
judging pathway consisted of being allocated a mentor (I was luckily enough to have 
Guy Perring for this). Guy then assisted me to find shoots locally where I could officiate 
with other experienced judges. I then had to judge at 12 competitions and also attend a 
course at Lilleshall as well as attend a conference which is held every year. This process 
typically takes between 12 and 18 months. Once I had completed all of this then I was 

put forward for my assessment, which as I said earlier happened quite a while afterwards due to COVID. 

In terms of what a judge does then the role is to make sure that a competition is safe for those involved and that it is also 
fair for everyone involved. We are there to make sure that every archer shooting had a good day.  

Going forward then the expectation from AGB is that I will judge for around 12 days a year (both indoors and outdoors)  

There is also a career development for judges (if you want to) and the progression looks like this:  

Candidate/Youth - County – Regional - National – Continental - 
International 

Some people do ask me why I judge…...well for those who have seen 
me shoot then this is an easy question to answer!! But in all 
seriousness, I really enjoy my days on the archery field working with 
other judges who I have got to know really well as part of a team. I 
also enjoy talking to archers and making the day enjoyable for them.  

I also see an important part of judging as assisting new competition 
archers to understand the rules in a friendly manner and make sure 
that the first time shooting at one does not put them off. 

So, if anyone is interested in becoming a judge then please come 
and chat to me. 

Graham Pink 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You be the judge!? 

If anyone is interested in being a judge or just finding out more, Archery GB are running an 
information event online on TUESDAY 5th APRIL….very timely!  
 
https://www.archerygb.org/book-your-place-on-archery-gb-webinar-how-to-become-a-judge/ 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Summer of Competition at Harwell 
57th Diana Competition, Saturday 4th June, 09:00 – 17:00, Harwell Campus 

Assembly is at 10:45, sighters at 11:00 

https://www.harlequinbowmen.org.uk/event-info/57th-diana-open-competition 

If you ‘don’t feel ready for a proper competition’ then sign up anyway because honestly… it’s just another shoot! 
If you like good weather, good food, and good company, this event is for you! 

 

Harlequin Bowmen 3rd Annual Clout Weekend, Sat 25th -Sun 26th Jun, St Birinus School Playing fields 

Assembly at 10:45 (Sat) and 10.00 (Sun). WA and GNAS Double Clout rounds. 

https://www.harlequinbowmen.org.uk/event-info/harlequin-bowmen-3rd-annual-clout-weekend 

Come and try out clout beforehand if you want, and then join us for a great weekend of relaxed and informal 
shooting. 

 

Berkshire Archery Association County and Open Outdoor Tournament, Sun 17th July, Harwell Campus 

Assembly is at 8.15 am. Double WA70m and similar rounds. 

https://www.harlequinbowmen.org.uk/berkshire-county-championships-2022 

A slightly higher profile but no less friendly event hosted by Harlequins at Harwell. 

2022 Indoor Handicap Head-to-Head 
On Friday 25th March we held our annual handicap head-to-head competition at John Mason School. Thank you to the 16 
archers who signed up and competed together. We completed 4 rounds of matches, with a final ranking from 1 to 16 for all 
archer who took part. 
 
It was very much a family affair at the top with team Church taking 1st and 2nd place honours in a very competitive and 
super-charged final. Well done to Henry who beat Dad, Chris, in the final, with both of them exceeding their handicap 
expectations through the evening. Trophies all round surprised Mrs C, apparently, who was dazzled by the bling! 
Congratulations too, to our other winners on the night: Alison, Chloe and wooden spoon winner Katherine (-: 
 
Full results below. 
 
 


